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HALF A
CHANCE

By Frederic S. Isham,

Author of "The Strollers," “Under the
Rose,” “"The Lady of the

; COFYRIGHT,

A gripping story having to do
with the most vital forces that
affect the human being ; a thrill-
ing narrative of the combat of
an American against the worm
eaten aristocracy of the old
world ---as such may the novel
“Half a Chance” be briefly de-
scribed. The brilliantly drawn
charactersa, typical of London,
range from Jocelyn Wray, the
beautiful young debutante, sought
and worshiped by a score of
noblemen, to Tom Rogers, the
bratish filcher, highwayman and
debased magsman. A feature of
the story is the influence that
can be exerted on her associ-
ates of low and high degree by
the sweetness, simplicity and
parity of a little girl. She was
confident that there was some-
thing good in a man, no matter
how low he might have sunk. She
sef ouf to prove it. The manner
of her endeavor and the events
associated with it go to make the
atory  one of rare fascination.
And the vivid pen picture of the
struggle of a great human spirit
to emerge from the abyssmal
depths of wrong living and deg-
radation will long be imprinted
on the memory of the reader.

CHAPTER L
MR GILLETT'S CHARGE
" Y all means, m'deah, let's go
down between decks and

B bave a look at them."
“Of course, If you wish,
Charles, nithough— Do you think

e shall be editied, Mr, Gillett 7™
*“That depends, m'lady”—and the
sealier, 4 man with officlal manners
\ ferret-like eyes, shifted from one

Yoot to another—"on what degree or

particular class of erlminal your lady-
ahlp wonld be Interested In. If In the
ordinnry category of skittle sharper or
thimblerigger,” with a suspicion of
mild scorn, “then | do not lmagine
your lndyship would find much attrac-
tlon In the present cargo. DBut, on the
other hand" in n liveller tone, “if your
Indyship hus any curlosity—or shall we
say a psychological beut?—regarding
the real out and outer the excursion
should be to your llking, for,"” rubblng
his bhands, “a properer lot of cut-

throats and bad magsmwen It bas never |,

been my privilege to escort across the
equator, and this is my sixth trip to
Australin™

“How Interesting—how very Inter.
esting!”" The lady’s voice floated lan-
guidly. “8Ir Charles Is quite right.
We must really go down. At any rate,
it will be a change after baving been
shut up so long In that tervible state-
mm-lt

“One moment, mlady, There's a 1t-
tle formality that must be observed
first. No one allowed on the prison-
ers’ deck without the captaln's permis-
slon. There he Is now."

“Then be good enough to beckon to
him," gald the Indy.

But this Mr, Glllett, agent of the po-
Hee, discreetly declined to do. Captain
Macpherson was a man not to be beck-
oned to by any one, much less by him.

“8ir Charles and Ilady and Sir
Cherles’ party have expressed, Cap-
taln Macpherson, the desire to obtain
permission to visit the prisoners’
deck,” snld Gillett,

Coptaln Maecpherson looked townard
8ir Charles aod his Ilndy, the other
passengers lounging around thewm, a
little girl at the rail, her balr blown
windward, a splash of gold against the
blue sky. “What for? sald the skip-
per brusquely,

“T'o hnve a look at the convicts, |
suppose.”

“What good'll that do them™ growl.
ed the commander, *Idle curlosity—
that's what 1 call It. Well, go along
and keep them away from the bars
The weather bas nne Improved the
tempers of a few of the rapscnlfions,
and they'd like nanught better than a
chunee for thelr claws™

“Thanks for the permission, and,”
a little stifly, “the admonition, which
latter,” turning away, “a wan whose
lifelong profession has been dealing
with convicts 18 most likely to stand
in need of and heed.”

“May I go too?

The child with the golden halr de-
slsted In ber occupation of watching
the fiying fish and other real winged
creatures and, leaving the rall, walked
townrd the group that wnas about to
follow Mr. Gillett, She was u very
beautiful girl of ten or eleven, sllm,
delleately fashloned, of a definite proud
wpe,

“AMay 1 go, too, aunt " she repeated.

| the ring.

Mount," Etc.
%

1909, BY THE BOBBS-MERRILL
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“Why, of course,” Interposed a blase,
cynlenl appearing young man who had
just emerged from the cablo, *Don't
know where she wants to go or what
the wants o do, but don't say she
can’t; really yoo mustn't, now."

“Well, since you insist on spolling
her, Lord Ronsdale'—

He twisted a blond mustache which
adorned a handsome face that bore
muny marks of what Is called experl
ence of the world. *“Couldn't do that!
Besides, Jocelyn and 1| are great
clums, don't you know, We're golng
to be muarried some day when she
grows up.*

"Are we?" sald the ehild. “The man
I muarry must be very blg and strong
and must not have light bule”

Lord Ronsdale lnughed tolerantly,

“Plenty of time for you to change
your mind, don't you know. Mean.
while I'll por despalr. Faint heart,
and so oo But" turning to Bir
Charles, "where is It she wants to
go?"

“To see the convicts."

“Convicts? Ah!" He spoke rather
more qulckly than usual, with accent
sharper,

“You didn't know who your nelgh-
bors were going to be when you decid-
ed so suddenly to accompany us?"

“No” His voice bad a metallic
sougd.
S8ir Charles addressed Mr. Gillett.

*Tell us something more definite about
your charges whom we are golug to
inspect. Meant to have found out ear-
ller in the voyage, but been so jolly
geaslek, what with one gale after an-
other, I for one until now baven't much
caredd whether we bad Clande Duval
and Dick Turpin themselves for nelgh-
bors or whether we all went straight
to Davy Jones' locker together. A bad
let, you have already Informed us, but
how bad?®*

“Well, we baven't exactly M. Duval
or Mr, Turplo in the pen, but we've
ong or two others almost as celebrat-
ed In thelr way, There's Bllly Burle,
as desperate a cracksmun as the coun-
try can produce, with," complacently.
“n record second to pone In his class,
He"~ And Mr. Gillett, with consld.
erable zest entered Into the detalls of
Mr, Rurke's eventful and rapacious
career. “Then there's the 'Frisco Pet)
or the ‘Pride of Golden Gate,' as some
of the sporting papers cull him."

“The Frisco Pet!" Lord Ronsdale
started: his color slightly changed; his
lashes drooped over his cold eyes, “He
18 on board this vexsel?

“Yes. You remember him, my lord,
I dare say

“In common with many others*
shortly,

*Why.” asked Jocelyn. “did they call
him sueh a funny name—the krisco
Pet?

“Recause he's a Yankee bruiser,
prizetighter, or was before the drink
got him,” explained Mr. Gillett. “Some
! one brought him to London, found out
about his ‘talents' and put bim in
tralulng. He was a low, {gnorant
sallor—conll scarcely write his own
| namwe=but he bnd biceps and a thick
head. Dot kwow when he was
whipped. 1 ecan see him yet ns he
used to look, with his glant shoulders
and his swagger, as he stepped into
There wns no nounsense
about bim or his fist—could break a
board with that. And how the shouts
used to go up!
the pet!'—‘ten hob ou the stars and
stripes”=menning  the coxtume he
wore. Oh, e wus & favorite In Cam-
don Town! But one night he failed
them-—met some friends from the fore-
castle of a Yankee trader that had
dropped down the Thames—went {nto
the ring with a stagger added to the
swiagger, Well, they took him out un-
consclons, Never was i man worse
punizhed, He never got back to the
sawdust, nmnd the sporting geutlemen
lost n bright and shining ligbe"

“Hraoke his heart, 1 suppose,” observ-
ed Sir Charles

The police angent procesded. “After
thit 1t wns a case of thesrum and the
toss pots, and when he wans three
sheets In the wind look out for squalls
He gotr put lu quad, bLroke out and
overpowersd and nearly killed two
guards, Took to various means of live-
lthood until they got him again, Trou-
ble in prison and transferred to the
solltary, with a lrtle punishment
thrown in for a reminder. Yhen he
got out of Hmbo again be lved In bad
compuny in one of the tunuels near
the Adelphl. Hard place for the po-
lice to rout a cove from. He made it
quite Interesting for the police—quite
interesting. 8o much so he attracted
we, and 1 concluded to take a hand.

Mr. Glllett paused. Obvlously in his
case egotlsm allled to enthusiasm
myle his duties n pleasure, He seem-
¢d now briefly commending himself
in his own mind, *“Up to this time,"
he resumed, “our friend the ex-pugll-
I#* had vever actually killed any one,

~ Use Silver Belt Want Ads for results.

“The pet!'—'a quid on |

| senlds,

Lk I oelguged myself to
louk after him word was brought to
the department that a poor woman
had been murdered, a cheap musie
hall danver. 8he had seen better days,
however."”

Lord Ronsdale, who had been look-
Ing away, yawued, as If finding the
police agent “wordy,” then strolled to
the rall.

“Susplclon

skl Wil

poluted strongly In his
direction, s:yl we got him after a
struggle. It was a hard fght, with-
out a refers», and maybe we used him
a little roogh, but we had to. Then
Dandy Joe was brougnt in. Joe's n
plain, mean little gambler and race
track follower with courage wvot blg
enough for broad operations. But he
had a wide knowledge of what we
term the thieves' catacombs, and, well,
he peached on the big fellow—gave
testimony that was of great service
to the prosecution. The case seemed
clear enough. There was some sort of
contrary evidence put In, but it didn't
amount to anything. HIs record was
agninst bim, and he got a heavy sen-
tence, with death ns the penalty if be
ever sets foot in England again.”

8ir Charles assisted his lady from
her chalr, “Coming, Ronsdale?"

“Belleve 1 won't go down,” drawled
the nobleman at the rafl. “Alr better
up here,” he explained,

8ir Charles Inughed, got together the
other members of his party, and all
followed Mr. Gillett to a parrow com-
panfonway, There a strong iron door
stopped  thelr progress; but, taking a
key from his pocket, the police agent
thrust it imo a great padlock, guve it
a turn and swung back the barrier.
Pefore them siretched a long alsle, at
Bich end of which stood a soldier with
a musket. On one side were the cells,
small, heavily barred.

Mr. Gillett peered Into the cells at
his charges with n keen, bright gaze
that had io It something of the ani-
mal tamer's zest for bis part

“Well, how nre we all roday?’ he ob-
served In his wost animated mannper
to the guard. *All doing well?"

“No. 8 complained of belng (ll, but
I say It's only the dumps, No. 14 has
been garrulons.*

“Garrlous, eh? Nota little flighty ™
The guard podded. Mr. Gillett whis-
pered a few Instructions and asked a
pumber of other questions. Meauwhile
the child had paused before one of the
cells and, fasciputed, was gazing with-
fn., Whnt was It that beld her—the
pity of the spectacle, the terror of it}
Her blue eyes countlnued to rest on
the convict, a-young fellow of no more
than one-and-twenty of maguificent
proportions, but wijh face sodden and
brutish. For his part be looked at her
open mouthed, with an expression of
stupld surprise at the sight of the fig-
ure so daintlly and slenderly fasbion-
ed, at the tangles of bright golden bair
that seemed to have lmprisoned sowe
of the sunshine from above,

“Well, I'm blowed!" he muttered
honrsely. “Where'd you come from?
Looks llke one o' them bally Christ-
mag dolls bad dropped offen some
counter in Fleet street und got in Lere
by mistake!"

A mlst sprang to the bhine eyes, She
held her white, pretty fngers tight
aganlost ber breast. *lt must be ter-
rible here,” she sald falteringly.

The convict inughed barshly., “Hell!"
he sald Inconleally.

The chlld trembled.
munaged to say,

The ferce durk eyes stared at her
“What for?"

“Hecause you bove to stay bhere."

“Well, I'm"— But this time bhe ap-
parently found no adequate adjective,
“If this alp't the rummiest Christmas
doll!"

She put out her hand. “Here's some-
thing for you, poor wan,"” she sald as
steadily as she could. “It's my King
George gold plece, date 1702, and be-
longed to my father, who wore It on
his watech chaln nod who 1s dead. Per-
haps they'll let you buy something
with "

He looked at the hand., “If she aln't
stickin® out ber duke to me right
through the bars! Blamed If she alo't!
Looks like a lly—a bally white Hiy"
he repeated wonderingly, “one of them
kind we wonst run acrost when the
eap turned up adrift on an island jest
to waller In green ity

“Don't you wanot it?" sald the chlld.

He extended u great, course bhand
hesitatingly, as if balf minded to nnd
balf minded vot to touch the white
finger tips.

“I'm sorry." she

“Gond heaveps!”™ Mr. Gillert seized
the girl's arm uod abruptly drew ber
away., “My dear ltrle indy,” he sald,
“really you don’t know the danger you
run. And near that cell of all of them!"

“That cell? observed Sir Charles,
“Then thot Is"—

“The convict 1 was telling you about
~the ‘et of Frisco,' the ‘Pride of
Yolden Gate ™

(To be continued)

Boys Will Be Boys

And .are always getting scratehes,
cuts, sprains, bruises, bumps, burns or
Don‘'t neglect such things—
they may result geriovk if you do. Ap-
ply Ballard’s Snow Liniment according
to directions right away and it will
relieve the pain and henl the trouble.
| Prices 25¢, 50¢ and $1.00. Sold by Pal-
nee Pharmaey,

Send some of twe wmpectal Mining
Fiitions of the Bilver Belt to, ¥our
friends abroad. A few left at the low

price of 25 cents each.
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SISTER OF VICTIM
SUSPECTED MURDER

Began Investigation Which
Will Result' in. Trial
of Bogus Wife

8T. LOUIS, Mo.,, May 21.—Prepara-

of the Doxey murder case which is on
the calendar of the criminal court for

next Monday, The case had originally

been set for March 28, but was post-
poned until May 23 by agreement of
counsel, The case, which presents many
interesting and unuspal features has at.
tracted considerable interest throughout
the state and also in several states,
whore the defendants had previously
lived,

According to the records and inform-
ation unearthed by the prosecution
William J. Erder, a postoffice clerk at
St. Louis, was married at Clavton, a
suburb of this eity. on April 26, 1909,
to Mrs. Dara FElizabeth Fuller Doxey,
now charged with murder, who at that
time was the lawful wife of Dr. Loren
B. Doxey. The records at Clayton show
that Erder, whose age was 30 years,
hnd married a8 woman whose name was
given as Dora E, Dodd was in reality
Mrs. Doxey.

A short time nafter their marringe
Mrs, Doxey persuaded Erder to trans.
fer to her $2,700 of life insuranee, of
which his mother and sister were the
original beneficinries. Although at the
time of his wedding a healthy and ro-
bust man, Erder became ill a few days
after his marringe and died on July 10,
1909, The physician called in by Mrs,
Doxey signed s certifieate atating he
had died of tuberculosis, Tmmediately
after the death of her alleged husband
Mrs. Doxey packed up all of her house-
hold furniture and three days later
shipped it to her real husbhand, Dr.
Loren B. Doxey, practicing his profes-
sion at Columbus, Neb. Before Mrs,
Doxey herself started for Columbus, she
appenred in the probate court and, mak-
ing an affidavit that she was the widow
of William J. Erder, obtained $500 in-
surance upon the life of Erder’s sister
Elizabeth, who had died shortly after
Erder’s marirage,

Miss Kate Erder, anpther sister of
Willam J. Erder, suspecting that her
brother had not died a nutural death,
began to make an investigation, which
soon confirmed her suspicions. She as-
certained that the furniture had -been
shipped to Dr, Doxey at Columbus, Neb.
She went to Columbus and found that
the alleged widow of her brother was
living there as the wife of Dr. Doxey.
To gain time and detain the woman
until a careful investigation could be
made bere, Miss Erdman had Mrs. Dox-
ay arrested on the charge of bigamy.
Of course, the charge fell flat, as the
Doxey's were able to prove, when their
case came up in December of Inst year,
that they had been lawfully marrvied at
Burlington, Ia., on Aungust 30, 1906,
But Miss Erder gained her object of
detaining the eouple until she was ready
to make more serions ehnrges against
them. She returned to St. Louis and
prevailed: upon the police authorities
to have her brother’s hody exhumed
and his viscern subjected to o chemical
analysis hy experts, The analysis es-
tablished the presence of arsenie in the
vital organs of the deceased andy upon
that finding by the coroner’s jury gave
# verdiet that William J. Erder had
come to his death by arsenic adminis-
tered by his alleged wife and that Dr,
Loren B, Doxey had guilty knowledge
of the fact. Both were indicted for
murder and the governor of Nebraska

couple.

During her confinement in jnil Mrs.
Doxey broke down and it was found
that she had been a vietim of the mor-

“You ain’t afrald? phine habit for many years, By judi
The golden tead shook ever so slight. | cious treatment she was cured of the
ly. Aguin the big bapd went towurd habit and restored to health. Her hus

the small one, then suddenly dropped, 5

{One of them, numed Dodd or Dodge,

band wns not permitted to treat her

1 House

“Right thix way, mlord—m'lady!” ‘f:‘:"lll’:..!“ 'll"r‘ illness or to ]u- :n}mu\. with
The face of the convier abruptly chang- ;:---q-'.'-..IJ‘\-“rT'::lnicrj;'l:;l.l.l‘l.l.".. lilrm-h Ih-“'? '.‘\ 1r:.i{ ;
ed.  Fury, batred, n blind lustinét o |00 confidence of ‘]‘m‘l‘[‘l'; ”"]':' T"'l"l"r'”'\_';_
kill, were unmistukubly revenled In bis | thair innocenos 4 .
connfenunce us he beard the blapnd Mrs. Doxey was born in Aledo, TIL.
volce of the pollee agent. From the [in 1330, the davghter of Colonel JefTer-
child’'s hand the gold disk fell and |son Fuller of that citv, She was only
rolled under the wooden sinb that | Sixteen yvears old when she bhecame Tla'-v|
served s n coneh in the cell, | wife of Robert L, Downing, a shoe|

merchant of Jov, 1N, Op annt af |

her relations to Dr. Doxey Mr. Downing {

obtained u divorce from uer in 1, 1.
i known that she entortained relations !
with two men immediately after that
and it is believed that she married both,

is said to have died six months after
the marriage and the other, Frank Le-
geur har disappeared, She married Dr.
Doxey in 10068 and while they were
living in Des Moines she married Erder
whose acquaintance she had made in
the spring of that vear. As to her de-
fense there are various theories, One
theory is that she will elaim that it
was some other woman that married
and poisoned Erder, while some persons
are of the opinion Mrs. Doxey will
elaim to bave been under the influenee
of drugs uand Dr. Doxey’s hypnotie
power when she married and poisoned
Erder. '
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